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ABSTRACT 

 Characterization is the first step in any breed improvement and conservation strategy. This study was 

undertaken in Afar Region, Aysaita District with the aim of investigating livelihood, social and cultural contribution Afar 

goat breed. Stratified random sampling techniques were employed to select the peasant associations and households. 

Semi-structured questionnaires and Participatory Rural Appraisal tools were employed to collect the data. A survey was 

conducted with 124 respondents (83 from two pastoral and 41 from one agropastoral peasant associations). Descriptive 

and inferential statistics were employed to analyze the data. Indexes were calculated for all ranking data. The survey 

result showed livestock and livestock products as the major source of income. The main reasons mentioned for breeding 

goats were milk production (I = 0.36), income source (I = 0.24), saving and insurance (I = 0.21) and fulfillment of social 

and cultural affairs (I = 0.14). Some of the socio – cultural function of goats in the community include weeding gift, 

compensation payments, help to poorer relatives and inheritance. It could be concluded that, goats are kept for multiple 

purpose, prioritizing improved milk production. However, the socio – cultural practice of the community that directly and 

indirectly affects the gene pole of the population should be considered for success in any breed improvement programs. 
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